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“Sustainable 
Development is 

development 
that meets the 

need of the 
present without 
compromising 
the ability of 

future 
generations to 
meet their own 

needs” 

1987
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We are Facing an Existential 
Climate Crisis
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The Last 8 Years are the Hottest 
on Record Since 1880
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“Human influence has warmed the  
climate at a rate that is unprecedented  

in at least the last 2000 years”
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“The extent and magnitude of climate change impacts 
are larger than estimated in previous assessments ”
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By the end of 21st Century, Sea Levels 
will Rise roughly 1 meter Above 
Present Levels

9

For all Caribbean Countries, 
Climate Change will have Devastating 
Consequences

10
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Marine Ecosystem 
Damage is Already 
Taking Place

16

17

More 
Heat 

Waves

18
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Longer and More Frequent Droughts
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Greater Water Insecurity

20

Greater Food Insecurity

21

Forest & Bush Fires are Increasing

22

Increase in 
Respiratory 
Disease

23

Increase in 
WASH-Related 
Diseases

24
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Climate 
Change will 

have Profound 
Impacts on 

Mental Health 
and Wellbeing
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Country Event Year Damage (% GDP)

Dominica Hurricanes David & Frederick 1979 101

Saint Lucia Hurricane Allen 1980 66
Jamaica Hurricane Gilbert 1988 365
St Kitts and 
Nevis

Hurricane Luis
Hurricane Georges

1995
1998

85
137

Antigua and 
Barbuda

Hurricane Luis 1995 61

Grenada Hurricane Ivan 2004 203
Saint Lucia Hurricane Tomas 2010 34
Dominica TS Erika

Hurricane Maria
2015
2017

90
226

BVI Hurricane Irma 2017 309
The Bahamas Hurricane Dorian 2019 26

27 28

Annual 
Adaptation 

Costs in 
Developing 

Countries are in 
the range of 
US$160-340 

billion in 2030 
and US$315-
565 billion in 

2050

29

The Projected Economic Cost of 
Loss and Damage is Roughly USD 
400 billion per year, reaching USD 
1.0 - 1.8 trillion by 2050

30
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We are 
Exceeding 

our 
Planetary 

Boundaries

31
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The Caribbean is a Biodiversity Hotspot

•50% of the 13,000 plant species are endemic

•160 of the 565 bird species are endemic

•10 to 15% of the 1,400 fish species are endemic

•10% of the 65-70 species of coral are endemic

•10 to 20% of the over 500 species of butterflies 
are endemic

34

Our Biodiversity Allows us to Maintain the 
Ecological Balance of our Region

35

Our Biodiversity Underpins 
Our Tourism Product

36
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Our Fisheries Sector Depends on the Integrity 
of our Marine Resources

37

The 
Caribbean’s  

Natural 
Environment 
Faces Several 

Threats

38

Habitat Destruction

39

Invasive Alien Species

40

41

Pollution

42
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Some of Our 
Sustainability 
Challenges are 
the Result of 
Self-Inflicted 

Wounds

43

In Developing our 
Country

We Should NOT 
Destroy its DNA

44

What should be 
our Response?

45

We Have to Strike the 
Right Balance among People, 

Planet and Profits in Our 
Development Agenda

46

We Must 
Develop 
Resilience 
at All Levels
in our 
National 
Systems

47

We need to Promote and Incentivize 
the Transition to RE and EE

48
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Develop & 
Implement Better 
Land Use Policies

49

Build Smarter!

50

Protect our Mangroves and Wetlands

51

Invest in Resilient Public 
Infrastructure

52

Design Buildings to Reduce the Need for 
Artificial Lighting & Cooling 

53

Make our Water Sector 
More Resilient

54
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Promote 
Climate-Smart 
Agriculture

55 56

Install Early Warning Systems

57

Education! Education! Education!

58

Make Greater Use of Local and 
Traditional Knowledge. 

It has Tremendous Value

59

We Must Move from a Linear Economy to 
a Circular Economy

60
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At the Corporate Level: We should 
Embrace and Adopt ESG Principles and 
Standards

61

ENVIRONMENTAL: 
Grades a company 

according to the 
quality of its 

environmental 
stewardship

62

SOCIAL: Evaluates the strength and integrity of 
relationships with employees, customers and society

63

GOVERNANCE: A measure of how well the 
company is run behind closed doors

64

Jan 2004 Jan 2009 Jan 2014 Apr 2020

Interest in ESG is Growing Exponentially:
Google Searches for ‘ESG’
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Investors are 
increasingly 
applying ESG 
factors as part of 
their analysis 
process to identify 
material risks and 
growth 
opportunities 

67

ESG is Becoming the Status Quo

68

Benefits of ESG

Enhanced Reputation

Greater Access to Capital

Improved Risk Management

Cost Savings in the Medium and Long Term

Talent Attraction

Positive Stakeholder Engagement

Drives Innovation

Allows You to Stand Out – Competitive Advantage

69

What Can Each of Us Do?

70

Reduce our Use of 
Single-Use Plastics

71

Plant More Trees

72
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Do Not 
Buy More 
Than You 
Need

73

Start a Mini Compost Bin in Your Kitchen

74

Buy Local, 
Whenever 
You Can

75

Turn Off Your Car Instead of Idling

76

If Possible, Buy an 
Electric Car

77

Invest in Renewable 
Energy, Solar Water 
Heating, and Energy 
Efficient Appliances

78
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Capture, Store and Use 
Rainwater for 
Non-Potable Needs

79

Fix All Leaking Faucets

80

Use a 
Reusable 

Water Bottle

81 82

Make Sustainable Development and Climate 
Change Issues that Matter Politically

83

We Have to Drastically Change the Way we 
Operate, at ALL Levels: 

It Cannot be Business as Usual

84
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For More Information Visit:

www.caribbeanclimatejustice.orgwww.soloricon.com
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